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Dear Parents, Staff and Teachers,

Firstly, a very big thank you to the way the school 
community has rallied around and supported each other 
given the uncertainty surrounding COVID19. People are in 
the main keeping calm whilst at the same time 
communicating positively with the school. This 
demonstrates that we as a community are living our school 
vision and demonstrating that we have the skills and 
integrity to participate in a changing global society. In this 
way we can truly say that the vision of Pak Ciputra lives on 
in our actions.

Enrolment in the school is at a very high level. It is great to 
see that we have to continually raise the standard of entry 
because our own students are progressing so well. We are 
in a situation where a number of cohorts are almost filled 
to capacity. This is a great sign for the health of the school 
and the on-going improvement of our standards.

Speaking of standards, this term has also seen a lot of work 
by parents, teachers and students on our Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) accreditation 
report. Thanks to the active participation of our whole 
community we are in very good shape for our visit in early 
October. The Parent Support Group (PSG) are arranging 
workshops, as are our student representative groups. This 
process is an effective way to communicate and continue 
school improvements.

The PYP Exhibition and MYP Personal Project this term 
were incredible occasions. The Approaches to Learning 
were really evident in the students’ work as well as a 
commitment to internationalism. It is great to note that 
many students were able to make a real world difference 
with their activities and some are using Hub SC, our 
entrepreneurship hub to further develop their ideas.

This real world connection was also evident in our highly 
successful Work Experience Week. The links we have to 
businesses through families, alumni and the wider 
community is a credit to our school. 
 
The School Production and the Continuum Arts Festival 
were also magnificent events. It was wonderful to see the 
huge rates of participation, the active involvement of 
volunteers and the sheer enthusiasm and talent on display. 
This is what sets us apart as a learning community!

Next term will focus on the examinations. We wish the 
Grade 6, 9 and 12 students all the best in what will be the 
last UNAS examinations and similarly wish all the best to 
our International Baccalaureate Diploma students. We 
hope you achieve your academic goals and please, do not 
hesitate to ask for any help to support you in your 
endeavours.
I hope you all have a safe and happy holiday.

Martin Blackburn
Executive Principal
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MESSAGE FROM THE PYP

As I write this message, we are focused on remaining alert 
and cautious about the arrival of the COVID-19 virus in 
Indonesia. Like all challenges we will face the latest ones with 
calm and measured responses that are reflective of our 
commitment to the well-being of our community and to 
student learning.

The main focus of Term 3 was the PYP Exhibition. Under the 
theme of Curiosity is Infinite, our PYP team once again raised 
the bar in terms of excellence and innovation. Students chose 
their areas of inquiry and worked with their teachers, 
mentors, parents and community members to thoroughly 
research their topics and document their learning in 
interesting and creative ways. 

STUCO is once again actively engaged in school activities. 
This term they offered students a chance to share their 
talents with the PYP through the annual singing and dancing 
competition. The finals of the competition were celebrated 
during Arts Week this year. Arts Week focused on Visual Arts 
as well as the Performing Arts. Students performed on stage 

and not only displayed their art work but welcomed parents
and staff to bid on them for charity. One of the highlights of 
Arts Week was daily busking in the canteen during lunchtime.
Busking is where students and teachers volunteer to sing or
play the piano to entertain the lunchtime audience.
It was a lot of fun for both the audience and the performers. 

and staff to bid on them for 

Another highlight of Term 3 was the PYP 3 assembly which 
was based on their Unit of Inquiry and focused on the Dr. 
Seuss story called The Lorax. It was a combination of 
research information and new learning expressed in the form 
of drama, song, dance, slideshows, all done in English, Bahasa 
Indonesia and Mandarin. It was a well-organized and 
informative assembly which was well-received by everyone 
present.  

As we move into the final term of this academic year, let me 
wish you all a safe and relaxing term break. Enjoy your 
families, wash your hands thoroughly and often, clean the 
surfaces in your home often and come back in Term 4 healthy 
and ready for the final weeks. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL

Dear Parents & Students, 

Rather than provide you with a review of Term 3 for the High 
School (which will be done via our regular High School 
newsletter at the end of this month), I would like instead for 
this article to focus on something completely different – 
tenacity – a skill that we hope to foster in every High School 
student.

An important measure of success is how many times 
someone keeps going despite failing. Learning to deal with 
failure is character building. What I will share with you are a 
few examples of famous people who, at various times in their 
lives, have all experienced failure and yet share one very 
important characteristic. Many of you probably know the 
story behind the creation of the Harry Potter books – that 
J.K. Rowling took six years to write the first book and was 
motivated to finish it to earn money as she was struggling as 
a single mother to look after her daughter and cover her bills. 
She wrote some of it in a café in Edinburgh during her 
daughter’s naps, making one pot of tea last as long as possible. 
Ms. Rowling was turned down by several publishers and then, 
even after she was offered a publishing deal, was told to get a 
day job as there was no money in children’s books….and we 
all know how that turned out!

It’s not just writers who have looked failure in the face and 
kept going. Colonel Sanders was the entrepreneur behind the 
global success of the Kentucky Fried Chicken chain. He 
started his dream at 65 years old! He got a social security 
cheque for only $105 when a new road stopped customers 
coming to his petrol station and restaurant and he was angry. 
Instead of complaining, though, he did something about it. He 
thought that restaurant owners would love his fried chicken 
recipe and by franchising it, sales would increase and he’d get 

a percentage. He drove around the USA, knocking on doors, 
sleeping in his car, wearing his white suit. Within ten years he 
had more than 600 KFC franchises then sold his interest to a 
group of investors for $2 million. Pretty good considering he 
started the business when most people are thinking of 
retirement.

Filmmaker Steven Spielberg was turned down by his dream 
university three times. Walt Disney was fired by a newspaper 
editor for lack of imagination. Richard Branson, founder of the 
Virgin empire, was not always successful – he, too, 
experienced business failures along the way. There are many 
others, from all walks of life, who have experienced failure, 
but the one thing all these people have demonstrated is 
‘sticking power’ – in other words…tenacity. To achieve the big 
things in life involves sticking at the little things, as every little 
step is a step on the right road to winning. That, to me, is the 
meaning of tenacity.

Not everyone dreams of or wants such big successes, but 
most of us want to achieve or do something in our lives and 
tenacity will play a part in that. It’s important to learn that, 
nearly always, you have to fail in order to progress towards 
achieving a dream or an ambition. Indeed, without failure, 
achieving your goal would mean nothing. It’s important to not 
give in to failure but learn from it and try again. If you don’t 
get good grades in your courses for this quarter, semester or 
this year then there’s always next quarter or next year….you 
just need to strive to do better. Failure is not the end of the 
world. It’s your reaction to it that’s important – that you learn 
from it, pick yourself up, take stock and try again. 
Wishing you all a relaxed and healthy Term 3 break.

Terry Swain
High School Coordinating Principal 



I’ve been involved in Ciputra’s School Productions for two 
years. Last year, my friend and I thought it’d be fun to have a 
go and audition. The next thing I knew, I had joined again and 
it became the hardest thing to let go.

I was interested in joining, not only because of my passion for 
acting, but it was also a chance to make new friends. This year 
got me most excited because it was based around Indonesian 
folklore, and Jaka Tarub was indeed intriguing. It gave me a 
chance to study my own culture while also teaching it to 
other people through the show.

It makes me laugh realizing that the process was four months 
long. In my head, it felt like a flash. One day you would be 
reading your script for the first time, and the next, you’re 
already on stage in front of an audience. It almost felt like the 
process didn’t exist. Oddly, it never felt tiring either. I always 
looked forward to practicing my scenes with other people 
because it was really fun.

However, I faced many problems before I could have “fun”. In 
real life, I’m very harsh and loud. One of the main problems I 
faced was trying to act motherly. The problem also included 
building chemistry with the other cast. We had to repeat the 
same scene over and over again. We had to hold hands a 
certain way, we had to say things that way. It twisted my head 
for sure. Though, with determination, the obstacles eventually 
faded. What helped me the most was the warm-ups that we 
had to do before every practice. It gave me time to put myself 
into the shoes of my character before going on stage. I also 
did intensive research to make sure I understood the 
demeanors of a mother.

I learned a lot about voice projection and that I could still 
sound soft while being loud. Even though the production is 
over, I can still see myself using that new skill in the future. 
Out of all the learner profiles, the production made me take 
risks as I had to show a different side of myself to strangers. I 
also strengthened my communicating skills as the production 
required me to work with people I've seen in the hallways 

mother. I will always miss the laughs we share whenever our 
favorite scene comes up. The production didn’t only create a 
show for people to watch, it also created a family. It created a 
family that I will always hold dear in my heart.

Thank you to my production friends who’ve encouraged me, 
helped me practice, and made me laugh backstage. Thank you 
to my parents who’ve supported me, even if I yell out my lines 
in the middle of the night. Thank you to my teachers who’ve 
helped me catch up in the classes I missed out because of 
production. Most importantly, I want to thank both Ms. Niken 
and Pak Amin, they built confidence in me that I never thought I 
had. Even with such a small role, they made me feel important 
and that my contribution mattered so much. 

So, for anyone who’s considering joining the school production 
next year… I support you all the way through! Although I 
believe ‘Jaka Tarub (2020)’ will be the best school production to 
ever step in to Ciputra Hall, I’m sure you can prove me wrong. 
I highly recommend you joining, auditions will be 
nerve-wracking if you want to be cast, but it will feel like the 
best decision you ever made. 
Best regards to all future production members!

Anandias Sekarmelati Mokoginta – 11DP

SCHOOL PRODUCTION

but never talked to. 
There’s never a 
second in my day 
where I don’t miss 
the production. I will 
always miss Ms. 
Niken reminding us 
about Saturday 
morning practices. I 
will always miss being 
called by Pak Amin 
for a long lecture on 
how to act like a 

Personal Project, a project designed to assist the development of MYP students’ 
personal interests as well as ATL skills through creating a product or an outcome. 
This year, our grade was tasked to complete this; in the beginning of this project, 
it has allowed us to choose a topic based on our preferences, giving us the 
opportunity to delve deeper into our interests. This has led us to new 
experiences and lessons that proves to be helpful in the future. 

Unfortunately, at first, we collectively considered that we had a sufficient amount 
of time to complete it since this project spans over six months therefore we 
continued to postpone making progress. Additionally, considering the urgency in 
closer deadlines for our school subjects, we often struggle with finding the time 
to work on this project on top of our other academic commitments. 

However, once we comprehended the importance of this project, we toiled thus 
completed our work on time and in the process, learnt and benefited off this 
project. It has taught us perseverance, pushes us to our boundaries and ultimately 
grows us as an IB learner.

Shannon Monica Wijaya
Grade 10

p r o j e c t
Personal



THE 2020 ART EXHIBITION

The Visual Arts students in both of the schools two courses - 
the UDP and the IB course wowed everyone with an amazing 
show of talent in the 2020 Visual Arts Exhibition in the high 
school LRC, Friday, 6th March. The Exhibition was a major 
task for the students and the journey began a few weeks 
prior to the actual event. After spending considerable time 
preparing their artworks they then needed to participate in 
the Exhibition as part of their curatorial practice. For this 
there was a lot of planning and negotiating with each other to 
establish how and where they would present their displays. 
Some preferred to work with stylish simplicity while others 
prefered to put on a lavish show. Either way, the final 
presentation was a delight to all who visited. 

A few days before the LRC was taken over to reform it from 
a quiet place of study to a hub of activity where students 
were busy placing their artwork for maximum effect to 
create what looked like an art museum or a very tasteful 
gallery. Included in the displays were their process journals - 
that outlined their journey and showed the audience how 
they created the artworks, the artworks themselves, and 
opportunity for comments from their audience. The variety of 
work on display was very appreciated by the audience. 

As part of the Exhibition the students were very generous in 
auctioning off pieces of their work to participants. This was all 
part of their Silent Charity Auction. The auction has raised 
considerable funds to be donated to a charity of choice by 
the artists. With so many in attendance the students were 
delighted so many people came to view the Exhibition and all 
who came to the Exhibition were very impressed with the 
wide range of artworks, the quality of the artworks, and how 
much effort the students had put into creating such an 
impressive event to share with our Sekolah Ciputra 
community.

Michelle Nagashima 

The Art Exhibition ended with some wonderful student 
performances. There was a Kecak dance from our lower 
graders, an energetic Balinese dance that lead the guests to 
the Ciputra Hall lobby to enjoy the first session of the 
Continuum Performing Art Festival. These included a Balinese 
solo dance by Regina from Grade 8, Gamelan also from 
Grade 8, a ukulele performance from Grade 7, Kolintang from 
our Grade 5’s, a modern dance from SMA 14 and a 
collaborative Flashmob dance from Ciputra and SMA 14 

ContinuumPer forming Ar ts  Fest ival

students. The audience really enjoyed these performances,  preparing them for the next session inside Ciputra Hall. 

The second session began with a welcoming song “Bungong Jeumpa” by the Elementary Choir followed by many performances 
from of our talented students and teachers. The evening celebrated National Music Day with many traditional and modern songs 
along with a variety of dance displays.

Thanks to all the parents, teachers and staff that came along and enjoyed an entertaining evening. We appreciate your support.

Himawan Cahya 
Head of HS Art Faculty



Alumnic o r n e r
Winidias Chandra Prameswari

Graduation Year: 2015

16 Mar – 20 Mar  Mid Semester Break

30 Mar – 2 Apr  Grade 12 UNAS

9 Apr    Mid Term Break 

13 – 15 Apr   Grade 6 US

20 – 23 Apr   Grade 9 UNAS

What was the best thing about Sekolah Ciputra? Tell us something memorable 
from your time at Sekolah Ciputra.
In my opinion, the best thing about Sekolah Ciputra is the facility that the school has 
got to offer that supports the student to study conclusively. For instance, the gazebo 
by the parking lot. I remember reading my Indo B HL book with my friends whilst 
discussing the theme of the book together. It gets a bit boring to study in the class so 
it's nice how the teachers are allowed to utilize spaces in school and switch things 
up a little bit. And the Ciputra hall, I remember performing my first ever theatrical 
performance as the lead of the play and that is something I will never forget.

Where did you go to University? What are you/did you study?
I went to Universitas Indonesia (UI) and was enrolled in their engineering faculty 
(metallurgical and materials - international programme). On my 6th semester, I went 
to Germany as an exchange student for a semester in Universität Duisburg Essen. 
And for my thesis, I did research on lithium titanate oxide battery doped with zinc 
oxide nanorod. The purpose of this research is to find alternative renewable energy 

and better the performance of the existing battery technology that is being utilized in cars (hybrids/ electronic vehicle).

Please share your experience applying to University?
My experience in applying to the uni is as smooth as it can be. I registered myself for their SIMAK (test). And from then on I got in.

What kind of work do you do? In what way did the school contribute to your job right now?
Now, I am working as a technical engineer in the world’s leading “cladding” manufacturer (to date): PT. Cladtek in Batam. Working 
in an engineering company is definitely a challenge. But with a great work ethic, perseverance and an open mind; I believe that I 
could excel in all types of challenges that I am currently facing at work. This is where the effect of being a Sekolah Ciputra alumni 
takes place. Back when I was in the DP programme, I was struggling, it wasn't as easy as I thought. But through the process, DP 
helped me develope into a better individual that enables me to achieve my goals quite easily regardless of the struggles.

What advice would you give to a graduating student?
My advice for Sekolah Ciputra students is to trust the process. Mistakes and failures are bound to happen along the way. if you are 
able to pick up on what you've learned throughout the whole process, that is indeed the golden ticket to your success.

What do you enjoy doing in your free time?
For now, my hobbies are to collect vinyl, take pictures with analog cameras, travel, bake and also interpret any kind of literature 
piece that I find interesting (English A HL is taking over my interest hehe).

Would you recommend Sekolah Ciputra to others? If yes, what would you say about it?
I will definitely recommend Sekolah Ciputra. Not only that the school offers great facilities, but the programmes that Sekolah 
Ciputra provides, which is the IB, is what I think that shaped me into the person that I am today. CAS was definitely tedious, but it 
subtly taught me the importance of caring, contributing to one another and the importance of sharing while being an individual in 
a system. All in all, Sekolah Ciputra, in my opinion, has done a great job in implementing the curriculum on its students.

Anything else you would like to share?
I think that's all. Sorry for the long story but this is how I truly feel as an alumnus of Sekolah Ciputra. This school 100% contrib-
uted to my character development. Super proud to be a part of SC. This is what I'm proud of. I think good schools make the 
quality of people good too hahaha. I've seen it and proved it.

IMPORTANT DATES

30 Apr – 22 May  DP Exam

22 May – 2 Jun Idul Fitri Holiday

4 Jun    Grade 12 Graduation

16 Jun    EYC & PYP 6 Graduation

17 Jun    Grade 10 Completion Ceremony
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